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NOTES OF INTERDEPARTFEMTAL MEETING

12TH APRIL, 1979

General

1. FDX epoke of the financial conseguences for txterual Lorvioae of
tho rocant vhase 4 pay settlemsnt which, tooiner wivn the fact
that the hack-dated element would havse tu be pa.u 1or oue ar this
year's funds (as would the back-datin: of the vi. ireerin, reurading
whonever that was agreed), would result in the Treasury's Zasn
Limits for 1973/00 being considerably sxcesded. ‘L was 1uie to
speculate how ministers in a new Governimant woald rewct.

Agreement had just been reached with the fCv cn the vhasing
twenty million powund capital programwz Lo inrove tie a.a.oulity
of External breadcasting. Discussicns abicub “he Teture ¢ some
of the vernacular services had besn uut on ice until ati:p the

Flaction.

0 newspaner reimbursement, MDXR said thiet reasocne of gooity had
made it necessary for External SYervices to agres brnat 2 largs number
of Mush MHouse staff, including urocramee assisteants worhinge on
current affairs, shovld be sligihle to Clalm. Tinal lisce of
elicible noste were still being discussed with the 'iricns .n hushe.

1T said that thers had never bsen any doutt in wy nine that all
editore and English and foreign lanvuays monitors a. Caversham had
to be included, and that the linions here anrecd sty this v.oow.

Yo wers now waiting for CAXE to issue an administrutive rstructian
on how to -rocess claims stc.

lL.ocal

4, Efforts to obtain additional funds for ersian monitoring and for
the second post in Lilongwe had so far proved unsuccesstul, largely,
it seumed, because of insuperable administrative c¢.fficultiss. it
looked as if the best hops was that we should include a nid for the
oxtra money in our estimates for next year, witihh FCO and "ND narking.
"eanwhile, the "ersian team was heing strencthened cn a tem;arary basis.

Ingome from sales to news agencies and of 1'07 ha increazsad considerably
during the past year. There had veen a slicht decline in the number

of SUWK subscribers. Prices for all items woulc te “orther increased
this ysar, roughly in line with the rresent inflation ratse. Agreement
had been reached to sell to the test ferman aAgsncy DD a rairly
comprehensive selection from ths nsws file “zr L10C0C per annum,

subi ject to a thres month preliminary trial.

VYarious projects were in hand to mark tho Service's 4( 2l Anniversary
next August including: a brief survey of the Service's history by
Ramgn $ilva, to be produced by 'ublishing: a glussv Lllustratec
booklet which would have a fairly durable valus as a hancout to be
sruduced by External Services' fubilicitys and a festivity ct two yet
ta e docidad tnon.

John Rae
Head of Yonitoring Service
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